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Part 129 Unnecessary Operations Specification Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]Issue Statement: There appears to be operation specifications and OpSpec paragraphs that do not provide material oversight value for the FAA and which create unnecessary work for both Industry and FAA inspectors to gather, populate, review and approve.
Background: Individual FAA Part 129 inspectors are responsible for a large number of air operator files—dozens if not more in some cases, and air operators jockey for attention to their OpSpec requests. In addition, more and more of the inspector’s attention seems to be focused on handling airspace violation reports and the like, which presumably reduces their available time to spend approving OpSpec requests and therefore increasing the overall time it takes to approve OpSpec changes.
Especially for air carriers that are expanding their fleet, scope of operations or technology at a high rate, attention is being called to the timeliness that OpSpec change requests can be processed and thus, ways to improve efficiencies both of Industry and the FAA is prudent. As such, a joint FAA/Part 129 Industry review of the current OpSpec, Order 8900.1 criteria and approval processes is recommended. Outdated and unnecessary items can be identified and a prioritized plan can be established to remove unnecessary requirements, thus improving efficiencies all around.
Some examples are C063 IFR RNAV 1 DP/STAR (imputing software versions); B035 Class I Nav En-route Using Area or Long-range Nav Systems (inputing navigation equipment and Q-routes); A003 Aircraft Authorized (inputing yes/no for deicing programme); and C384 RNP AR (various data required).
Intended Outcome: Reduce unnecessary OpSpec guidance and/or approval process requirements, thereby reducing the time it takes to submit, review and approve OpSpec change requests, and increase overall throughput.
Assumptions:
· Industry may not be privy to or fully understand the review and approval requirements/processes of FAA inspectors/AFS-50, their workload or other challenges.
· FAA inspectors conduct tasks relating to OpSpec review/approval which are transparent to Industry. Any such tasks may or may not be necessary in supporting regulatory oversight.

