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VOLUME 6  SURVEILLANCE 

CHAPTER 9  PART 145 INSPECTIONS 

Section 12  Safety Assurance System: Inspect a Part 145 Repair Station’s Parts and 
Materials Program 

6-1861 REPORTING SYSTEM(S). Use Safety Assurance System (SAS) automation and the 
associated Data Collection Tools (DCT). 

6-1862 OBJECTIVE. This section provides guidance for inspecting repair station procedures 
for receiving, protecting, segregating, and identifying all parts and materials required to support 
the ratings held. 

6-1863 GENERAL. Repair stations must have procedures in their Repair Station 
Manual (RSM)/Quality Control Manual (QCM) describing receipt and documentation of all 
articles, standard parts, and raw materials. The repair station must also inspect raw materials and 
standard parts for: 

• Proper documentation, identification, and traceability; 
• Conformity to a specification and acceptable quality; 
• Shelf life; 
• Contamination; 
• Shipping damage; and 
• State of preservation. 

6-1864 REFERENCES, FORMS, AND JOB AIDS. 

A. References (current editions): 

• Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Parts 43 and 145. 
• Advisory Circular (AC) 20-62, Eligibility, Quality, and Identification of 

Aeronautical Replacement Parts. 
• AC 20-154, Guide for Developing a Receiving Inspection System for Aircraft 

Parts and Material. 
• AC 21-29, Detecting and Reporting Suspected Unapproved Parts. 
• AC 21-43, Production Under 14 CFR Part 21, Subparts F, G, K, and O. 
• AC 43-18, Fabrication of Aircraft Parts by Maintenance Personnel. 
• AC 145-9, Guide For Developing and Evaluating Repair Station and Quality 

Control Manuals. 
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• Volume 2, Chapter 11: 
• Section 1, Introduction; 
• Section 2, Procedures for Certificating Part 145 Repair Stations/Satellites 

Located Within the United States and Its Territories; and 
• Section 4, Safety Assurance System: Evaluate a Part 145 Repair Station 

Manual and Quality Control Manual or Revision. 
• Volume 10, Safety Assurance System Policy and Procedures. 

B. Forms. None. 

C. Job Aids. None. 

6-1865 PROCEDURES. 

A. Review Applicable Information. Before inspecting, the principal inspector (PI) 
should carefully review: 

1) Parts 43 and 145. 

2) The current edition of AC 43-18. 

3) The RSM/QCM. 

4) Operations specifications (OpSpecs). 

5) The Safety Performance Analysis System (SPAS). 

6) The enhanced Vital Information Database (eVID). 

7) The certificate-holding district office (CHDO) file. 

B. Review Information on Parts and Materials. Verify that all parts and materials 
meet the following requirements: 

1) Storage and Protection. 

a) Verify if the repair station is complying with environmental requirements 
established by the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) for the storage of parts and 
materials. These OEM requirements can include temperature, humidity, static, and 
ultraviolet (UV) light exposure. Receiving/incoming inspection personnel must be familiar with 
these requirements. 

b) Confirm whether parts room articles and those items in process are identified 
to show: 

1. Basic part information, such as name, make/model/serial number, 
batch, or lot. 
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2. Serviceability status of parts and materials in a manner that readily 
identifies serviceable parts and materials from unserviceable parts and materials. 

3. Rejected parts, including questionable parts, awaiting disposition. 

c) Verify the protection of parts and materials in storage and during transit in a 
manner that prevents damage, contamination, loss, or substitution until installation. Sensitive 
parts and equipment, such as oxygen parts, O-rings, or electrostatic-sensitive devices, must be 
properly stored, packaged, identified, and protected from contamination and damage. Hazardous, 
flammable, or volatile materials and aircraft parts, such as fire extinguisher squibs, must be 
stored in flameproof cabinets or facilities. 

d) Verify that all parts are appropriately identified and segregated. 

2) Life-Limited Parts. 

a) All life-limited parts must have up-to-date component times listed on 
historical records or appropriate tags, as required. Repair stations must also clearly mark, 
monitor, and dispose of all items received with shelf life limits and/or specific storage 
requirements per RSM/QCM procedures. 

b) The PI must determine if the repair station meets the requirements of 
part 43, § 43.10. 

3) Documentation/Traceability. 

a) Parts/materials receiving procedures provide for traceability to an approved 
source. The repair station should retain traceability records for all incoming articles. 

NOTE: It is common to receive certain raw materials/standard parts in lots, 
which the repair station must break down into smaller quantities. These raw 
materials can include hardware, sheet stock, welding rod, and coating powders. In 
these cases, the repair station must be able to trace them back to the original lots. 
The repair station must have systems in place to ensure that only approved and 
traceable parts and materials are issued for maintenance performed. 

b) The repair station maintains a record of inspections and tests used to verify the 
airworthiness of received components. 

c) Prior to performing work for/on behalf of a part 121 or part 135 operator, the 
repair station must ensure that it follows part 145, § 145.206, Notification of Hazardous 
Materials Authorizations. 
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NOTE: If not already in place, the PI, through collaboration with the repair 
station, should produce parts receiving and shipping training to aid personnel in 
the recognition and disposition of Department of Transportation (DOT) 
recognized hazardous materials (hazmat). Refer to the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s (FAA) Office of Hazardous Materials Safety for additional 
information: 
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ash/ash_programs/haz
mat/. 

4) Personnel Training. Receiving personnel should comply with RSM/QCM 
procedures to determine that incoming raw materials are of an acceptable quality. The repair 
station should conduct and document the training of receiving personnel in parts 
receiving/shipping, parts control, and detecting and reporting suspected unapproved parts (SUP). 

NOTE: Inspectors should be alert to those repair station activities that dispose of 
scrap parts and materials, and should review RSM/QCM procedures to verify that 
scrap parts and materials disposal does not enable return to service. 

C. Check Procedures for SUPs. Review the procedures used to detect and report SUPs 
with repair station personnel. These procedures should: 

1) Identify persons responsible for administering the SUP program. 

2) Provide instructions on completion and submission of FAA Form 8120-11, 
Suspected Unapproved Parts Report. 

3) Describe control of articles pending SUP determination. 

4) Outline training requirements of receiving personnel. 

6-1866 TASK OUTCOMES. Follow SAS Volume 10 guidance for Module 4 for Data 
Collection and Data Reporting. PIs follow Analysis, Assessment, and Action procedures for 
Module 5. 

6-1867 FUTURE ACTIVITIES. Follow SAS Volume 10 to plan future risk-based 
surveillance in SAS. 

RESERVED. Paragraphs 6-1868 through 6-1880. 
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