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	NOTICE
	U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
	N 8900.B039

	National Policy
	Effective Date: X/XX/15

	
	Cancellation Date: X/XX/16

	SUBJ:
	Revision of Operations Specification/Management Specification/Letter of Authorization B039


[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose of This Notice. This notice announces changes to the requirements for issuing Operations Specification (OpSpec)/Management Specification (MSpec)/Letter of Authorization (LOA) paragraph B039 and introduces a new template for that paragraph. The revisions stem from International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) mandated changes to operational requirements within what has been known as North Atlantic (NAT) Minimum Navigation Performance Specifications (MNPS) airspace.  This notice also announces cancellation of Advisory Circular (AC) 120-33A. 
Audience. The primary audience for this notice is Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) certificate-holding district offices (CHDO) and principal inspectors (PI) assigned oversight of operators conducting operations under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) parts 91, 91 subpart K (part 91K), 121, 125 (including Letter of Deviation Authority (LODA) holders, designated in the Web-based Operations Safety System (WebOPSS) as125M operations), and 135. The secondary audience includes Flight Standards Service (AFS) personnel throughout the agency.
Where You Can Find This Notice. You can find this notice on the MyFAA employee Web site at https://employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices. This notice may also be found through the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS) and the FAA’s public website under Regulations and Policies.
Background
Under ICAO direction the airspace presently designated as NAT MNPS is transitioning to one that will be governed by navigation specifications based on performance based navigation (PBN). Accordingly, the current “minimum navigation performance specifications” are being replaced by Required Navigation Performance (RNP) navigation specifications, as a requirement and basis for aircraft separation in the North Atlantic airspace. These changes are designed to take advantage of improvements in aircraft navigation capability and result in more efficient use of what is considered the world’s busiest oceanic airspace. What is not changing is the need for States to assess the qualifications of, and issue approval to, operators wishing to fly in NAT MNPS airspace. 
ICAO document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region mandates, as of January 2015, all new approvals for operations in NAT MNPS airspace are based on RNAV 10 (RNP 10) or RNP 4 navigation specifications. Aircraft approved earlier to operate in MNPS airspace, under other than those navigation specifications, may continue to do so until January 2020. In addition, ICAO has announced that NAT MNPS airspace will be re-designated as NAT High Level Airspace (HLA) effective February 4, 2016. 
Explanation of Key Changes
OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 has been renamed Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace. All references to MNPS have been replaced with HLA. Note: the effective date for the actual airspace re-designation is February 4, 2016.
A paragraph on training has been added to the B039 templates. Operator training programs must cover the breadth of requirements pertinent to planning and operating flights within NAT HLA airspace. 
Tables identifying the specific aircraft and navigation systems have been removed. That aircraft specific data is contained in OpSpec/MSpec/LOA paragraph B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long-Range Navigation Systems or paragraph B054 Oceanic and Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System. Issuance of either B036 or B054, as applicable to the operation, is a prerequisite for issuance of B039. 
Information on Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum has been removed. This information is provided in OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B046 Operations in RVSM Airspace.
The description of MNPS performance requirements has been replaced by references to RNP 10 and RNP 4 navigation specifications. Issuance of B039 is now predicated on aircraft meeting one of those navigation specifications.
AC 120-33A Operational Approval of Airborne Long-Range Navigation Systems for Flight within the North Atlantic Minimum Navigation Performance Specifications Airspace is cancelled. Aircraft qualification and operational approval requirements relative to RNP 10 and RNP 4 are contained within AC 90-105A Approval Guidance for RNP Operations and Barometric Vertical Navigation in the U.S. National Airspace System and in Oceanic and Remote Continental Airspace.
Authorization for use of only short-range navigation equipment (instead of a long-range navigation system) has been removed from LOA B039. The requirement for RNP 10 capability for all new authorizations to operate throughout NAT HLA precludes the use of only short-range navigation equipment in any portions of that airspace.
Action. This is a mandatory change to B039, with a deadline for change of December 31, 2019.  This date is in line with ICAO determination that all operations within NAT HLA be based on RNP criteria, effective January 1, 2020. Note:  All new issues of B039, effective with the date of this notice, require use of the templates contained herein and the associated guidance.
Appendices. This notice includes the following new OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 templates:
Appendix A: OpSpec B039 template applicable to part 121
Appendix B: OpSpec B039 template applicable to part 125
Appendix C: OpSpec B039 template applicable to part 135
Appendix D: OpSpec B039 template applicable to part 121/135
Appendix E: MSpec MB039 applicable to part 91K
Appendix F: LOA B039 template applicable to part 91.
Appendix G: LOA B039 template applicable to part 125 (A125 LODA holder).
Disposition. We will incorporate the information in this notice into FAA Order 8900.1 before this notice expires. Direct questions or comments concerning this notice to the Flight Technologies and Procedures Division (AFS-400) at 202-267-8790.
ORIGINAL SIGNED by
/s/ John Barbagallo
Deputy Director, Flight Standards Service
X/X/15		N 8900.B039

Distribution:	Electronic Only	Initiated By: AFS-400
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Appendix A. Sample OpSpec B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 121

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Operations Specifications 
	  



[image: Title Header-]
a. The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and those contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c. Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the certificate holder’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the certificate holder on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace. 

d. The certificate holder must also hold OpSpec paragraph B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft. 
In the event an aircraft listed in OpSpec paragraph B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the certificate holder being issued OpSpec paragraph B054.
[bookmark: bm_1228941178904]e. The certificate holder must hold OpSpec paragraph B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.  
[bookmark: bm_1363206476358][bookmark: bm_1201042246003]
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Operations Specifications are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Operations Specifications in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix B. Sample OpSpec B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 125

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Operations Specifications 
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a. The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c. Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the certificate holder’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the certificate holder on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace.
 
d. The certificate holder must also hold OpSpec paragraph B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in OpSpec paragraph B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the certificate holder being issued OpSpec paragraph B054.

e. The certificate holder must hold OpSpec paragraph B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Operations Specifications are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Operations Specifications in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix C. Sample OpSpec B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 135

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Operations Specifications 
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a. The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c.   Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the certificate holder’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the certificate holder on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace. 
 
d. The certificate holder must also hold OpSpec paragraph B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in OpSpec paragraph B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the certificate holder being issued OpSpec paragraph B054.

e. The certificate holder must hold OpSpec paragraph B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

 



 [image: Text Box (NS)-][image: Entering%20text%20in%20the%20nonstandard%20text%20box%20requires%20approval%20from%20the%20appropriate%20AFS%0D%0AHeadquarters%20policy%20division.]

1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Operations Specifications are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Operations Specifications in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix D. Sample OpSpec B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 121/135

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Operations Specifications 
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a. The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c.   Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the certificate holder’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the certificate holder on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace.

 d. The certificate holder must also hold OpSpec paragraph B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in OpSpec paragraph B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the certificate holder being issued OpSpec paragraph B054.

e. The certificate holder must hold OpSpec paragraph B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Operations Specifications are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Operations Specifications in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix E. Sample MSpec MB039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 91K

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Management Specifications 
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a. The program manager is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c.   Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the program manager’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the program manager on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace.

 d. The program manager must also hold MSpec paragraph MB036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of MB036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in MSpec paragraph MB036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the program manager being issued MSpec paragraph MB054.

e. The program manager must hold MSpec paragraph MB054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace Navigation Using a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of MB054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Management Specifications are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Management Specifications in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix F. Sample LOA B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 91

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Letter of Authorization 
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a. The operator is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c. Required flight crew training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members must have completed the operator’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the operator on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace.

 d. The operator must also hold LOA B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in LOA B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the operator being issued LOA B054.

e. The operator must hold LOA B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace NavigationUsing a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of LOA B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft. 
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. This Letter of Authorization is approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Letter of Authorization in this paragraph. 
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	Date
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Appendix G. Sample LOA B039, Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace: 14 CFR Part 125 (A125 LODA Holder)

	U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration   
	

Letter of Authorization 
	  



[image: Title Header-]
a. The operator/company authorized to conduct operations in accordance with A125 Letter of Deviation Authority (LODA) is authorized to conduct operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA) in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph and the guidance contained in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region.

b. Airspace description. NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.

c. Required flight crew and operational control personnel training.  Prior to operations under this paragraph flight crew members and operational control personnel must have completed the operator/company’s training on the requirements specific to planning and operating flights in the NAT HLA. This training is in addition to that provided by the operator/company on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic and remote continental airspace.

d. The operator/company must also hold LOA B036 Oceanic and Remote Continental Navigation Using Multiple Long- Range Navigation Systems indicating authorization for RNP 4 or RNP 10, if operating aircraft equipped with two or more long-range navigation systems (LRNS). The provisions and limitations of B036 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.

(1)In the event an aircraft listed in LOA B036 is reduced to single LRNS capability due to equipment degradation, operations within NAT HLA, limited to the special routes identified in paragraph e. below, are authorized without the operator/company being issued LOA B054.

e. The operator/company must hold LOA B054 Oceanic/Remote Continental Airspace NavigationUsing a Single Long-Range Navigation System indicating authorization for RNP 10 if operating aircraft equipped with a single LRNS. Operations within NAT HLA with a single LRNS are limited to the special routes, e.g. Blue Spruce routes, identified in ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual. The provisions and limitations of LOA B054 must be observed during NAT HLA operations with those aircraft.
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1. Issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
2. These Letters of Authorization are approved by direction of the Administrator. 
	  


3. I hereby accept and receive the Letter of Authorization in this paragraph. 
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