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SUBJ: OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 Operations in North Atlantic High Level Airspace 
1.   Purpose of This Notice. This change transmits new and revised portions of the order.

2.   Audience. The primary audience for this notice is Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) certificate-holding district offices (CHDO) and principal inspectors (PI) assigned oversight of operators conducting operations under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) parts 91, 91 subpart K (part 91K), 121, 125 (including Letter of Deviation Authority (LODA) holders, designated in the Web-based Operations Safety System (WebOPSS) as125M operations), and 135. The secondary audience includes Flight Standards Service (AFS) personnel throughout the agency.

3.   Where You Can Find This Notice. You can find this notice on the MyFAA employee Web site at https://employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices. This notice may also be found through the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS) and the FAA’s public website under Regulations and Policies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
4.   Explanation of Policy Changes. This change revises information contained in Volume 3, Chapter 18, Section 4, paragraph 3-816, updating the guidance for Operations Specification (OpSpec)/Management Specification (MSpec)/Letter of Authorization (LOA) B039, formerly called Operations in North Atlantic Minimum Navigation Performance Specifications (NAT/MNPS) Airspace. In addition to changing the titles of the airspace and the OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 paragraphs, this change results in shortened templates by removing references to guidance that is now covered in other OpSpec/MSpec/LOA paragraphs, e.g. B036, B046 and B054.

5.   Disposition of Transmittal Paragraph. This change will remain in FSIMS until superseded by a revision to this order.
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CHAPTER 18 OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS

Section 4 Part B Operations Specifications—En Route Authorizations and Limitations

3-816  PART B OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS (OPSPECS).

OPSPEC/MSPEC/LOA B039—OPERATIONS IN NORTH ATLANTIC HIGH LEVEL AIRSPACE 
Purpose. OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 is issued to authorize aircraft operations within the airspace designated by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) as North Atlantic High Level Airspace (NAT HLA).  
Note: The airspace known as NAT HLA was formerly called Minimum Navigation Performance Specification (MNPS) airspace. The name change takes effect on February 4, 2016.
NAT HLA is that volume of airspace (as defined in ICAO Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures for the North Atlantic region) between FL 285 and FL 420 within the Oceanic Control Areas of Gander Oceanic, New York Oceanic East, Reykjavik, Santa Maria, and Shanwick, excluding the Shannon and Brest Ocean Transition Areas.
Applicability. In accordance with 14 CFR § 91.705, FAA authorization is a prerequisite for operations within NAT MNPS (now HLA). OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B039 applies to operations performed under 14 CFR parts 91, 91K, 121, 125 and 135. 
Requirements. Operators must have been issued OpSpec/MSpec/LOA B036 or B054 in order to be considered for B039. Authorization to conduct oceanic/remote continental airspace navigation, using long-range navigation systems, is a prerequisite for operations in NAT HLA.  In the case of operators using aircraft equipped with multiple long-range navigation systems, B036 will also identify the Required Navigation Performance (RNP) value (e.g. RNP 4 or 10) authorized for the intended operations. As of January, 2015 all new authorizations for operations within NAT HLA (i.e. all new requests for B039) must be based on the operator’s demonstration of capability to navigate to RNP 10 specifications. All previous authorizations (i.e. those B039s bearing the MNPS title) will expire on December 31, 2019.
Note: Operators equipped with only a single long-range navigation system, and issued B054, are restricted to special routes within NAT HLA specifically designated for aircraft so equipped. The Blue Spruce routes described in ICAO NAT Document 007 are examples of the special routes.
Note: Aircraft and operator qualification requirements for RNP 10 are prescribed in AC 90-105A Approval Guidance for RNP Operations and Barometric Vertical Navigation in the U.S. National Airspace System and in Oceanic and Remote Continental Airspace.
Operators must document the training provided to flight crewmembers and operational control personnel (dispatchers/flight followers/operational controllers (as applicable), to properly plan and operate flights within NAT HLA. This NAT HLA training is in addition to that provided by the operator on the general requirements for planning and operating flights in oceanic/remote continental airspace. Training should include NAT MNPS/HLA related information contained within the following references:
AC 91-70 Oceanic and Remote Continental Airspace Operations
ICAO Document 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures
ICAO NAT Document 007 North Atlantic Operations and Airspace Manual
ICAO NAT OPS BULLETINS (and associated “Special Emphasis Items”)
In accordance with Volume 3, Chapter 29, Section 8 of this Order, validation of the operator’s readiness to conduct operations in NAT HLA is required. Inspectors are to coordinate with the regional NextGen Branch (AXX-220) Special Areas of Operation Specialist to determine whether validation testing or a validation flight is appropriate for the circumstances.
Additional Information. The NAT HLA is considered a Special Area of Operation (SAO). Additional information relating to authorizing operations in an SAO is provided within Volume 4, Chapter 1 of this Order. Additionally, Volume 4, Chapter 12 of this Order provides information pertinent to issuing a Letter of Authorization for operations in an SAO. You should contact your regional Special Areas of Operation (SAO) specialist if you have questions concerning SAOs, in particular requirements for operations within those areas. 
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