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European Union and EFTA countries
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27 EU states

4 EFTA states
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The EU aviation safety system
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National Aviation Authorities
Issue most certificates, approvals and 

licences
Oversee organisations

Implement EU law

European 
Aviation Safety 

Agency

European 
Commission Adopts rules

Launches 
infringement 

procedure
Manages Safety List

Proposes rules
Issues some 

certificates and 
approvals

Performs inspections
Manages European 

Aviation Safety 
Programme

Industry



About EASA

5



R 1592/2002

• Initial and 
continuing 

airworthiness 
(aircraft)

• Environment 
(noise/emissions)

IR’s in place since 
2003

The European civil aviation safety system

R 216/2008

• Air operations 
(operators)

• Crew licensing 
(flight and cabin 

crew)
• Authorisation for 

third country 
aircraft

R 1108/2009 
amending 216/2008

•Aerodromes
•Air Traffic 

Management
•Air Navigation 

Services



Acceptable Means of Compliance  & GM, Certification Specifications

EU Parliament
EU Council

EU Commission

EASA

Bi
nd

in
g

N
on

-B
in

di
ng

Basic Regulation

(EC) 216/2008

Initial Airworthiness

Regulations structure

Continuing 

 
Airworthiness

Airworthiness Flight Standards ATM/ANS

Air crew ATCO licensing

ATM/ANS Oversight

ANS Providers
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AUR



Regulations structure
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ATM/ANS: air traffic 

management, air 

navigation services

TCO: third country 

operators

ATCO: air traffic 

controllers’ licensing

AUR: airspace usage 

requirements

SERA: standardised 

European rules of the air 

ADR: aerodromes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
748/2012
2042/2003

1178/2011
290/2012

805/2011 - ATCO
1035/2011 – ANS providers
1332/2011 - AUR
1034/2011 – ATM/ANS oversight








Third country operators
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Content
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Content
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CRD 2011-05
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Current planning
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Harmonisation and Simplification
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Transition period 
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Content
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Legal Framework
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•Additional EU Requirements



 

In-flight fuel management (TCO.OPS.200)

New Annex 6 Part I, 4.3.7 “In-flight-fuel management” 
(envisaged for applicability on 15 November 2012)



 

Pre-flight inspections (TCO.OPS.205)

Common Practice based on Annex 6 Part I, 4.3.1(a) and 
Part III, 2.4(a). 

SAFA “Proof of Inspection” Form Item A24 



 

flight crew compartment security for helicopters 
(TCO.OPS.400)

Annex 10(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 300/2008 

Additional EU requirements
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SCOPE
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Third country operators performing CAT operations, 
including operators on the EU Safety List

Authorisation by 
the Agency

Authorisation by 
the Agency



Content
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Assessment Criteria

1. State Dimension:
•How capable is the State in 
pro-actively managing the 
aggregated risk of all its 
certified operators?
•How much credible data is 
available to us from that State?

2. Operator Dimension:
•Do we have data that provide 
confidence that an operator is 
capable to operate in compliance 
with international standards?
•What is the risk exposure to EU 
citizens by the intended scope of 
operations?
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Assessment methodology should be simple, 
proportionate, cost-effective and efficient in all 
cases (desktop review only) based on:

USOAP

International register of AOCs

IOSA programme

Comments from stakeholders
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Limited to 
assessment of 

airlines

Limited to 
assessment of 

airlines

On-going processOn-going process

Limited to 
oversight 

capabilities of 
states

Limited to 
oversight 

capabilities of 
states



EASA Conference Authority & Organisation Requirements 23

TCO Assessment Model (proposed)

Lack of confidence into the Operator

Lack of 
confidence 

into the 
State of the 

Operator

Le
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Audit 
Banned TCO

Desktop 
review

Consultation 
(e.g. video/tele-

conference, meeting)

31/10/2012

The TCO Assessment Model is a tool to decide upon 
the level of assessment for each TCO applicant
It will not decide upon the authorisation itself!



TCO Assessment levels (proposed)

Population: 850+ TCOs from 100+ States

Expected distribution of assessment 
levels

Vast majority to be processed in a 
simple, straight-forward document 

review

A minority to be assessed by means 
of further investigations 

(consultations as deemed 
necessary, video-/teleconferencing)

Only banned TCOs or TCOs subject 
to an enforcement measure (i.e. 

suspension) will be audited
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Assessment methodology
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The State of the operator remains 
responsible for the certification and safety 
oversight of the operator

The authorisation process should be 
understood as a validation process that 
aims at verifying the reliability of the 
originally certified information



Assessment methodology - Outcome
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Overview

TCO Application

Bilateral agreement

EU Safety list
Yes/no

EASA authorisation yes/no

TCO: Assessment model 
high level of confidence 
into State and Operator
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No or light 
assessment

“Fast track” 
(Desktop review)

TCO: Assessment model 
low level of confidence 

into State and/or 
Operator

Further 
assessment

This may include an 
audit 

for banned operators



Content
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TCO on the EU Safety list
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Issue Authorisation

When removed 
from the EU 
Safety List

Inform the 
Commission

Operators due to 
inadequate 

oversight of the 
overseeing State

Operators due to 
poor performance 

itself. 

Initial assessment: TCOs included in Annex A and 
B of the EU Safety list

Possible 
assessment 

under 
2111/2005



Candidates for the EU Safety list
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Included in the EU Safety list

Refusal to issue 
authorisation

Suspension of the 
authorisation

Non-banned TCO in the initial phase and all TCOs 
in the monitoring phase

Possible 
assessment 

under 
2111/2005

Revocation of the 
authorisation



Key points

Annex 6 Part I, 4.2.2.2 “Surveillance of foreign operators 
(National schemes already in place)

TCOs must adhere to ICAO standards
Harmonisation of existing different approval systems (one set 

of rules) in the EU
Simplification 

one Authority (the Agency), one assessment methodology 
(Part-TCO) and one Authorisation
In the majority of cases desktop reviews only
on-site visits only for banned operators or operators 
subject to an enforcement measure, i.e. suspension

Alignment with the EU Safety List

32



Arthur.beckand@easa.europa.eu

TCO latest news: 

http://easa.europa.eu/approvals-and-standardisation/third-country-operators- 
authorisations.php
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mailto:Arthur.beckand@easa.europa.eu
http://easa.europa.eu/approvals-and-standardisation/third-country-operators-authorisations.php
http://easa.europa.eu/approvals-and-standardisation/third-country-operators-authorisations.php


Thank you for your 

attention
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