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Federal Aviation 
Administration 

MMEL Policy Letter 70 Revision 3 
Date: January 20, 2011 

To: All Region Flight Standards Division Managers 
All Aircraft Evaluation Group Managers 

From: Manager, Air Transportation Division, AFS-200 

Reply To  
Attn Of: 

Manager, Technical Programs Branch, AFS-260 

Subject: Definitions Required in MELs. 

MMEL CODE: 00 (GENERAL) 

REFERENCE: PL-70, Revision 2 dated September 11, 2008 
PL-70, Revision 1 dated December 22,1993 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this policy letter is to clarify the requirements for Master Minimum Equipment List 
definitions. The previous policy, contained in Policy Letter 70, dated December 22, 1993 is unchanged.  

DISCUSSION:  

Revision 3 moved previous revision remarks to this section (Discussion), clarified that PL-25 
Appendix A is not required to be included in the operator’s MEL and added Definition 31. 

Revision 2 adds the definitions of “Considered Inoperative”, “Is not used” and “Nonessential equipment 
and furnishings (NEF)” (reference PL 25, Revision 12). Termination date of December 31, 2007 added to 
definition 21 – Passenger Convenience Items. 

Revision 1 reflects new standardized policy letter formatting. 

Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) definitions are included to define specific items related to the 
MMEL and includes specific items which are required to be in an operator's Minimum Equipment List 
(MEL).  Not all of the MMEL definitions are required to be in an operator's MEL, as some are related to 
format issues, specific aircraft types, and certain types of operations.  Certain portions of a MMEL 
definition may be edited and/or not required, but the intent of the definition must be the same and cannot 
be less restrictive than the MMEL. 

POLICY:   

PL-25 Appendix A is not required to be included in the operator’s MEL.  The following MMEL 
definitions indicated are to be included in the operator's MEL: 
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DEFINITION OPERATOR'S MEL CRITERIA REMARKS 
1.System Definition   

a. Item Operator must                                
include explanation describing 
format.  

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format.  Format issue. 

b. Number Installed Operator must                                 
include explanation describing 
format.  

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format.  Format issue. 

c. Number Required for 
dispatch 

Operator must                                 
include explanation describing 
format.  

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format.  Format issue. 

d. Remarks or 
Exceptions 

Operator must                                
include explanation describing 
format.  

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format.  Format issue. 

e. Vertical Bar Operator's manual MMEL 
definition must indicate revision 
identification method as specified 
by the operator.  May be "bar" or 
other suitable method accepted 
by the Administrator. 

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format.  Format issue. 

2. Airplane/Rotorcraft Flight 
Manual 

Operator must indicate 
appropriate type manual that 
applicable to the type of aircraft. 

MMEL Definition. 

3. As required by FAR Not allowed in MEL.  Definition 
not applicable to MEL. 

MMEL item only; therefore 
development criteria. 

4. "Placarding” Statement regarding placarding 
items must be included. 

MMEL definition No. 4 NOTE. 

5. “-“ MEL item or an acceptable 
means to determine quantity 
installed. 

MMEL Definition. 

6. Deleted Operator format issue, not 
required in operator MEL. 

MMEL definition explaining MMEL 
format. 

7. ER Required in operator's MEL 
dependent on aircraft 
configuration. 

MMEL Definition. 

8. FAR Required in operator's MEL. MMEL Definition. 
9. Flight Day Required in operator's MEL.  

Operator may edit to define when 
clock time starts and ends. 

May edit to suit operations. 

10. Icing Conditions Required in operator's MEL.  
11. Alphabetical Symbol Not required in operator's MEL. MMEL definition explaining MMEL 

format. 
12. Inoperative Required in operator's MEL.  
13. Notes Required in operator's MEL.  

Operator may edit column 
references to conform to MEL 
format. 

 

14. Inoperative components of an 
inoperative system 

Required in operator's MEL.  
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DEFINITION OPERATOR'S MEL CRITERIA REMARKS 
15. (M) Required in operator's MEL. MMEL Definition. 
16. (O) Required in operator's MEL. MMEL Definition. 
17. Deactivated and Secured Required in operator's MEL.  
18. VFR Required in operator's MEL.  
19. VMC Required in operator's MEL.  
   
20. Visible Moisture  Required in operator's MEL.  
21. Passenger Convenience 
Items (expires December 31, 
2007) 

Definition optional dependent on 
how operator lists these items.  If 
operator includes items in MEL, 
definition not required  

MMEL definition for MEL 
development criteria. 

22. Repair Intervals Required in operator's MEL.  
Definition may be edited to 
conform to MEL format.  
Limitations cannot be changed 
and examples need not be 
included. 

 

23. EICAS Required in operator's MEL 
dependent on aircraft 
configuration. 

 

24. Administrative Control Items Not required in operator's MEL. MMEL definition for MEL 
development criteria. 

25. *** Not required in operator's MEL. MMEL definition for MEL 
development criteria. 

26. Excess Items Required in operator's MEL only 
if excess items are installed. 

MMEL definition for MEL 
development criteria. 

27. Day of Discovery Required in operator's MEL.  
28. Considered Inoperative Required in operator's MEL.  
29. Is not used Required in operator's MEL.  
30. Nonessential Equipment and 
Furnishings (NEF) 

Required in operator's MEL.  

31. As used in MMELs, Heavy 
Maintenance Visit (HMV) 

Required in operator's MEL.  

 
Principal operations inspectors are requested to review these definitions with their certificate holders to 
ensure understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Duncan, Manager, 
Air Transportation Division, AFS-200 
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