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MMEL GLOBAL CHANGE
PL-100 is designated as GC-163

This Global Change (GC) is an approved addendum to a significant number of
MMELSs existing MMEL documents. Operators may seek use of the specific relief
contained in this policy letter by revising their Minimum Equipment List (MEL). In
doing so, each applicable sample proviso stating the relief in this policy letter, must be
copied verbatim in the operator’s MEL. Approval of a revised MEL is gained
utilizing established procedures, through the Operator’s assigned Principal Operations
Inspector (POI).

SUBJECT: MMEL/MEL Relief for Cargo Restraint Components
MMEL CODE: 25 (EQUIPMENT/FURNISHINGS)

REFERENCE: PL-100, Revision 1, dated May 29, 2002, signed by Mathew J. Schack
PL-100, Revision Original, dated February 17, 1999

PURPOSE:

This policy letter provides standardized policy and guidance for the development of MMEL/MEL relief
relative to Cargo Restraint Systems, i.e., cargo pallets, containers, and locking mechanisms, etc. It also
provides for weight and loading limitations that may be imposed as a result of those inoperative
components.

DISCUSSION:

Revision 2: Revised Repair Interval to Category “A” with the repair limit stated as “Next Heavy
Maintenance Visit.” This will provide operators more flexibility in planning and accomplishing
repairs. Previous repair Category “C” was too restrictive in light of the fact that operations under
this MMEL are conducted in an FAA approved configuration. Also revised ATA coding per ATA
iSpec 2200.

Revision 1: Clarifies relief for cargo restraint systems/devices. It requires limitations to be observed from
an approved source, i.e., Approved Cargo Loading Manual, Cargo Handling Manual or Weight and
Balance Document, with no change to policy.



POLICY:

The Flight Operations Policy Board (FOPB) has determined that use of the MMEL/MEL system to
facilitate relief for Cargo Restraint Systems, i.e., inoperative cargo latching and locking systems, provides
several significant safety benefits. Those benefits include the following:

1. Information relative to the status of the mechanical systems and any corresponding limitations is
conveyed to all responsible personnel associated with the operation,

2. Provides improved information flow relative to the command and control of the flight,

3. Provides a designed method for tracking the status of the mechanical systems, which aids in
scheduling repairs, when necessary, and

4. Provides a uniform means to identify the appropriate approved documentation that shall be
utilized to configure the loads for a specific dispatch condition.

Standardized MMEL Policy for Cargo Restraint Systems/Devices, which may include Cargo Pallet Locks,
Cargo Container Locks, Cargo Compartment Restraint Components, etc., is as follows:
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The intent of this policy is not to additionally constrain nor reduce the flexibility that already exists with

regard to cargo loading systems relief.

However, it is intended to ensure that all appropriate and

responsible personnel are involved in the decision making process at dispatch. It also ensures a more
uniform approach with regard to the handling of these systems across fleet types, which is a primary

concern.

Each Flight Operations Evaluation Board (FOEB) Chairman should apply this Policy to affected MMELSs

through the normal FOEB process.

John Duncan, Manager
AFS-200



