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1 System Identification 
The Safety Assurance System (SAS) is a tool used by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Office of 
Flight Standards (AFS) to conduct initial certification and surveillance. AFS developed SAS to enhance and 
standardize certification and oversight of certificates by incorporating system safety principles, safety 
attributes, and risk management. 

Customer support is available: 

• SAS Assistance Feedback and Enhancements (SAFE) SharePoint 
site at https://avssp.faa.gov/avs/afs900/CIPO/PRF 

• My FAA IT: 

o Email: helpdesk@faa.gov 

o Phone: 1-844-FAA-MYIT (322-6948) 

2 Release Identification 
These release notes provide a summary of changes to existing functionality as well as new additions to 
functionality, and defects corrected by this release 

2.1 About this Release 
• Release Title: SAS 3.2 

 
• Target Release:  Aug 2020 

 
• Release Version: 3.2 

 
• Preceding Release: SAS 3.1.0.2 

https://avssp.faa.gov/avs/afs900/CIPO/PRF
mailto:helpdesk@faa.gov
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3 New and Changed Functionality 
This section describes functionality that has changed in this release. Additionally, this section includes functionality 
that is new in this release as a part of the newest phase of SAS.  Each new or changed feature is described in terms 
of: 

Issue: A brief summary of the issue that caused a need to add new functionality or change the existing 
functionality. 

Change: An overview of the changes in functionality. 

Impact: The impact the functionality will have on users.  

3.1 System/Subsystem (SP) Question & DCT Enhancement 
Issue: Standard SP questions are grouped within the DCT by their underlying (subsystem/element) MLF 
section headers. The FAA wants to place SP safety attribute (SA) questions other than “Procedures” at the 
end of the DCT. This cannot currently be achieved due to a combination of MLF scoping rules and CH/A 
configuration. 

Changes: As outlined in the sections below, users can expect to see changes in the Question Views of 
both Recommended Questions and Operating Profile tabs as well as the Scoped DCT. Changes apply only 
to system and subsystems.   

Impact: This enhancement enables the FAA to consistently place a set of SA questions at the end of the 
SP DCT under a section header titled “Safety Attributes.” 

3.1.1 SA Label in Recommended Questions – Question View 
1. Select SAS Menu > Configuration > Configuration Changes. 

2. Select a change request and click on Recommended Questions. 

3. Select Assessment Type: PA. 

4. In the left-hand grid, select a system (e.g., 4.0) or subsystem label (e.g., 4.1.) (based on CH/A) 

5. Click on the Question View hyperlink.  

6. Questions designated to appear under the Safety Attributes header will have an SA label. 
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3.1.2 SA Label in Operating Profile – Question View 
1. Select SAS Menu > Configuration > Operating Profile (OP). 

2. Select Assessment Type: PA.  

3. In the left-hand grid, select a system (e.g., 4.0) or subsystem label (e.g., 4.1.) (based on CH/A) 

4. Click on the Question View hyperlink.  

5. Questions designated to appear under the Safety Attributes header will have an SA label. 

 

3.1.3 Safety Attributes header in Scoped SP DCT 
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1. Select SAS Menu > Configuration > Operating Profile (OP). 

2. Select Assessment Type: PA.  

3. In the left-hand grid, select a system (e.g., 1.0) or subsystem label (e.g., 1.1.) (based on CH/A) 

4. Click on the View Scoped DCT hyperlink. 

5. Choose a format (PDF or MS Word) and click Create. Open the file. 

6. Questions designated to appear under the Safety Attributes header will display as the last set of 
questions under “Safety Attributes.” 

 
 

3.2 DCT-to-Go Report (Data Collection) 
Issue: Current formatting of certain sections of the changes to DCT-to-Go report (Data Collection) have 
been revised to address specific issues.   

Changes: The following changes have been made: 

1. The report format was revised to remove white space. 

2. Header information will not be displayed in multiple-lines. 

3. The Note section will only be displayed when there is note text. 

4. References will be displayed at the question level.  

5. The References column will be renamed Response Detail, Comments and Actions.  

6. All attribute labels will be displayed in bold.    

7. The Common Data Fields section will be displayed in four columns.  

These changes have been applied to both versions of the report, PDF and MS Word.  
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Impact: The new formatting has addressed certain formatting issues on the report. 

3.2.1 Formatting Changes to DCT-to-Go (Data Collection)  
 

1. Log into the External Portal  

2. Navigate to the SAS Menu>Data Collection Tools>Select DCT screen. 

3. Select the desired DCT and click on the Title hyperlink. 

4. Click on the Review and Print hyperlink in the DCT-to-Go section. 

5. Select the either the PDF or Word version of the report in the DCT-to-Go popup. 
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• Header information is not 
displayed in multiple-lines. 

• White space has been 
removed.  

• The Common Data Fields 
section is displayed in four 
columns. 

 

 

 

• The Note section will only be 
displayed when there is note text. 

• References will be displayed at the 
question level.  

• The References column will be 
renamed Response Detail, 
Comments and Actions.  

• All attribute labels will be displayed 
in bold. 
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3.3 Scoped DCT Report (Operating Profile) 
Issue: Current formatting of certain sections of the Changes to Scoped DCT report (Operating Profile) have been 
revised to address specific issues.   

Changes: The following changes have been made: 

1. The report format was revised to remove white space. 

2. Header information will not be displayed in multiple-lines. 

3. The Note section will only be displayed when there is note text. 

4. References will be displayed at the question level and in the Supplemental Information section.  

5. The References column will be renamed Response Detail, Comments and Actions.  

6. All attribute labels will be displayed in bold.    

7. The Common Data Fields section will be displayed in four columns.  

 

These changes have been applied to all versions of the report, PDF and MS Word.  

Impact:  The new formatting has addressed certain formatting issues on the report.  

3.3.1 Formatting Changes to Scoped DCT report (Operating Profile)  
1. Log into the External Portal and navigate to the SAS Menu>Configuration> Operating Profile. 

2. In the grid on the left select a desired MLF and click on View Scoped DCT hyperlink. 

3. On the DCT Report popup select the desired format, PDF or Word and click on the Create button. 

4. Open the downloaded report. 
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• Header information is not displayed in multiple-lines. 
• White space has been removed. 

• The Common Data Fields section will be displayed in four 
columns.  

 

 

 

 

 

• The Note section will only be 
displayed when there is note 
text. 

• References are displayed at the 
question level. 

•  The References column has 
been renamed Response Detail, 
Comments and Actions. 

• All attribute labels will be 
displayed in bold.    
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4 Defects Resolved in This Release 
The following defects reported to the SAS Help Desk have been fixed in this release. The table below lists 
these Help Desk issues and their associated software defects. 

The columns and their descriptions are as follows: 

 
• SAS Help Desk ID: The ID of the SAS Help Desk ticket for the defect. 

 
• Issue: A short description of the reported defect. 

 
• SAS Defect ID: The ID of the software defect causing the issue. 

 
• Fix Applied: A short description of how the defect was resolved. 

 
• FAA IT ID: The reference number of the associated FAA Help Desk ticket, if applicable. 

 
SAS Help 
Desk ID 

 
Issue 

SAS 
Defect ID 

 
Fix Applied 

 
FAA IT ID 

125304 Some pages of the External Portal User 
Guide need to be updated to address 
accessibility issues and to correct a footer 
error message 

126024 Updated AUG to address 
accessibility issues and 
corrected a footer error 
message. 

 

144468 External User attempts to send a Message 
with an attachment and receives "page not 
responding" errors 

144881 Code is fixed for External user 
to send a Message with an 
attachment and not receive 
"page not responding" error 

INC000002368544 
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